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Dear parents and families,

In the Abington Heights Elementary Schools, we believe that all students can learn. It is our

privilege to work with parents and families in the district to ensure that all students are provided with

opportunities to learn, and that any barriers to their progress be removed. We hope that by creating a

collaborative environment between the students’ homes and the schools, all children will be successful.

The Abington Heights School District prides itself on adopting rigorous curricula in all subject

areas from kindergarten through 12th grade. We will work together with parents and families to help

students reach the challenging standards and objectives we have as part of our curriculum. We ask our

families to help support our efforts at school by helping children practice the necessary skills at home.

This booklet provides a summary of all of the Abington Heights School District Elementary School

rules and procedures. We ask that if you have any questions about these rules, to please contact us.

Thank you, in advance, for your support.

Respectfully,

Kelly Coyne

Mario Emiliani

Bridget Frounfelker

Colleen Leonard
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Mission

The Abington Heights School District is a diverse, dynamic and caring community whose mission is to

seek excellence and individual growth by:

❖ Educating students to be inquisitive, independent, literate, culturally aware, life-long learners

able to think critically and creatively.

❖ Developing and supporting a well-trained, valued and committed staff.

❖ Providing a challenging, comprehensive program, in a safe and nurturing environment,

empowering students to achieve their full potential.

❖ Promoting life-long civic engagement.

❖ Directing today’s energies, efforts, and resources toward achieving our guiding vision.

Vision Statement

The Abington Heights School District embraces a culture of excellence and strives to be the best in

everything we do.

We believe that:

❖ All students are capable of learning.

❖ Education is a shared student, parent, school and community responsibility.

❖ All students have a right to a quality education that will enhance their lives.

❖ All students have a right to learn in a safe and nurturing environment.

❖ All students have the capability to develop an understanding of and respect for diversity.

❖ It is necessary for all students and faculty to have the opportunity to develop knowledge and

skills to remain current with technological advancements.

❖ A variety of teaching methods needs to be employed in order to meet the needs of all students.

❖ Ethical and responsible behavior is needed for the development of a healthy individual. This

development begins in the home and continues in the school and community.

❖ The development of a strong work ethic is necessary to enable students to become self-directed

and life-long learners.

❖ It is critical for all students to develop and apply effective oral, written, social and technical

communication skills.

❖ The social, emotional, and physical development of all students should be nurtured to develop

positive self-esteem.

❖ The success of our school is based on clear, effective and positive communication throughout

our school community.
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Contact Information

Clark Summit Elementary 570-585-7300

401 West Grove St. Mario Emiliani, Principal
Clarks Summit, PA 18411 Autumn Palermo, Secretary

Newton-Ransom Elementary 570-585-8300

1549 Newton Ransom Blvd. Bridget Frounfelker, Principal
Clarks Summit, PA 18411 Pam Kane, Secretary

South Abington Elementary 570-585-2100

640 Northern Blvd. Kelly Coyne, Principal

South Abington Twp., PA 18410 Noemi Kover, Secretary

Waverly Elementary 570-585-6300

103 Waverly Road Colleen Leonard, Principal

Waverly, PA 18471 Tina Ford, Secretary

Daily Schedule

Student Drop-Off 8:20-8:30 A.M.

School Begins 8:30 A.M.

Dismissal 2:55 P.M.

2-Hour Delay Schedule

Student Drop-Off 10:20-10:30 A.M.

School Begins 10:30 A.M.

Dismissal 2:55 P.M.
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Kindergarten Schedule

Morning Session 8:30 A.M. – 11:20 A.M.

Afternoon Session 12:10 P.M. – 2:55 P.M.

Kindergarten 2-Hour Delay Schedule

Morning Session 10:20 A.M. – 12:15 P.M.

Afternoon Session 1:00 P.M. – 2:55 P.M.

Attendance

The Pennsylvania School Code lists the following reasons for excused absence from school: illness,
quarantine, death in the immediate family, professional appointment, religious observance, and
impassable roads. The following guidelines, policies and procedures will be adhered to at the Abington
Heights Elementary Schools regarding attendance, early dismissal and late arrival:

1. Each absence requires a written excuse signed by a parent or guardian or a medical
professional. When a student, regardless of age, is absent, the parent or guardian must send a
signed excuse to the school explaining the reason and date of the absence.  A student must
present an excuse to the homeroom teacher by the third day after the absence. If no excuse is
received after the third day, it will be coded as an unexcused absence.  Parents will be notified
when it becomes apparent that absence is an issue.

2. Parental excuses cannot be accepted after ten total absences. Any student who exhibits a
consistent pattern of absence may be required at any time to present a professional (eg. doctor)
excuse for each continued absence. A professional excuse must include the date and time of the
appointment and clearly state the dates that a student should be considered excused. General
statements like “until further notice” or “the student may be absent on occasion for the illness”
cannot be accepted.

3. If a student accrues any more than five unexcused absences, a Student Attendance Improvement
Plan (SAIP) meeting may be held to identify any barriers to a student’s attendance.  If a student
has additional unexcused absences, a truancy complaint to the district justice may be filed
against the student or student’s parents.  Included in the truancy complaint will be the number
of unexcused absences, unexcused tardiness and unexcused early dismissals.

4. A total of no more than five (5) days may be approved by Abington Heights administration for
absences for family educational field trips. Students must submit the completed form to
administration for approval at least five (5) days in advance of the leave.  Approval forms for
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these absences are available in the main office and on the school website. Absences beyond five
days will be considered unexcused and make-up work for those days may not be accepted.

5. Family or individualized educational trip requests during PSSA testing will not be approved.
6. A note for an early dismissal signed and dated by a parent/guardian with a specific reason for

the request is expected to be presented to the homeroom teacher before the start of the school
day in which the student is to be dismissed early. Phone calls by parents asking for the excusal of
his/her student are not condoned by the school administration.

7. Any student entering school after the official start time of 8:30 A.M. must report to the school
office and be signed in by a parent or guardian. Habitual tardiness is harmful to a student’s
educational progress. It is imperative that your child is brought to school on time.

8. Attendance will be documented on student report cards.

Attendance Guidelines
EXCUSED ABSENCES

● Absences from school with proper parental excuses that are turned in on time are considered
“Excused” absences.

● At a total of ten (10) absences from school, a letter will be sent home to the parents notifying
them that an excuse from a Doctor will be required for every absence after ten (10) days of
missed school.

● A School Attendance Improvement  Plan (SAIP) meeting will be set up if a student accrues 6
unexcused absences.

UNEXCUSED ABSENCES

● Students have three (3) school days to turn in an excuse for absence from school.  .
● A “First Offense” letter is sent to the parents on the 4th unexcused absence from school.  The

letter notifies parents of Compulsory Attendance Laws and that a School Attendance
Improvement  Plan will be scheduled after the next unexcused absence.

● Any “Illegal” or “Unexcused” absences from school after the School Attendance Improvement
Plan is created will result in a Compulsory Attendance Citation being filed with the District
Magistrate.  A truancy hearing will be scheduled.

● Future Unexcused absences from school will result in Contempt charges being filed against the
individual and a hearing will be scheduled for Family Court.

EXCUSED TARDINESS
● A student who arrives late to school and has turned in a note from a parent, Doctor, or legal

professional within three days of the tardy will be marked as “Excused Tardy”.
● At a total of ten (10) instances of tardiness to school, a letter will be sent home to the parents

notifying them that an excuse from a Doctor or legal professional  will be required for every
instance of tardiness after ten (10) instances have occurred.

UNEXCUSED TARDINESS

● Students arriving at school after 8:30 A.M. without a signed note from a parent or medical
professional explaining the lateness will be considered “Unexcused Tardy”.

● Students will receive a “warning” for the first three (3) times they are Unexcused Tardy to school.
A letter will be sent home notifying parents of the tardiness issue after the third tardy.
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● Students will have a Compulsory Attendance Citation filed with the District Magistrate once the
time missed from school as “Unexcused Tardiness” is equivalent to 24 hours, or 4 full school
days.

Bullying Policy
The Abington Heights Elementary Schools are committed to providing a safe, positive learning

environment for all students. Therefore, we prohibit bullying and harassment and will not tolerate it in

any form, including physical bullying, verbal bullying, emotional bullying and/or cyber bullying. It is a

violation of school policy for any student to bully or harass any other student. We will investigate all

formal or informal verbal and written complaints of bullying and harassment. Any student who is found

to be bullying and/or harassing another student will be disciplined. See the Abington Heights School

District Policy 249 Bullying/Cyberbullying for more specific information.

Birthday Celebrations

Invitations

Birthday parties and other invitations may only be distributed in school if the

entire class is invited to the party, or if all of the girls or all of the boys are invited.

Student addresses and phone numbers may not be requested from the office because this

is confidential information that cannot be publicly distributed.

Celebrations in School

The Abington Heights School District wellness plan encourages healthy and nutritious choices in

the foods our students eat while in school. This plan is also designed to provide a safe and healthy

environment for those with serious health issues. Therefore, the Abington Heights Elementary Schools

do not allow snacks and treats to be brought to school for classroom birthday celebrations. In lieu of

snacks being sent to school, parents are invited to purchase birthday baskets from the cafeteria to

celebrate student birthdays.

Cafeteria

Point of Sale System

Each student wishing to purchase lunch or milk will have the option to do so.

Lunch counts are taken daily by teachers and student orders are forwarded to the

cafeteria every morning. Parents may deposit money into their child’s account on a

weekly, monthly, or yearly basis. The money goes into the student’s account and is

automatically deducted when they make a purchase.

To add money to a student’s account, parents are encouraged to use the Abington Heights

School District’s Food Service Program Online management system. This system allows parents to view
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or deposit money into a student’s account online. The Metz School Cafe option is available on the

Abington Heights School District website. Parents must begin by creating a profile, and once a profile is

established, parents can receive email notifications when their child’s account reaches a predetermined

“low balance level.” All parents are encouraged to use this software tool to monitor their child’s

purchases and account balances. Checks can also be sent to school to add funds to your child’s balance.

For more information, contact Marissa Janesko at (570) 585-5309 or janeskom@ahsd.org.

Prices

The 2022-2023 cafeteria prices for the elementary students are:

Breakfast - $ 1.65 Lunch - $2.25

Milk - $0.75 Ice Cream - $1.25 Snacks- $0.75

Care of School Materials

Textbooks, library books, and other school materials used by students should be treated with

care and respect. Students are responsible for books or materials that are damaged or lost while in their

care. It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to replace or repair any lost or destroyed item.

Classroom Volunteers

Parents are welcome to volunteer in our classrooms. However, state law requires that clearances

be obtained by volunteers. Volunteers must obtain an Abington Heights School District Volunteer

Application, Act 24 Arrest/Conviction Report and Certification form, an Act 34 State Criminal Record

Check, an Act 151 Child Abuse History Clearance, and either an Act 114 FBI Criminal History Check or an

Act 114 waiver. Volunteer Guidelines and forms can be found on the district website. All volunteers must

be board approved prior to volunteering.

Computer and Internet Use Acceptable Policy

The Abington Heights School District supports the use of computers, networks and the Internet

in the district’s curriculum in order to facilitate learning and teaching.   Abington Heights School District

School Board Policy No. 815: Acceptable Use of Internet, Computers & Network and School Board Policy

No. 224: Care of School Property apply to all students using computers.   The assignment and use of a

computer is considered to be a privilege.  Inappropriate use or neglect of a computer, internet, and/or

any installed software could result in the loss of computer privileges.    To review the full acceptable use

policy visit the AHSD district website.
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Conduct

Proper conduct in school and during school-related activities is the joint responsibility of parents

and school staff members. It is vital that school staff and parents work cooperatively to ensure

appropriate student conduct. The school works to reinforce positive behavior through the School-wide

Positive Behavior Interventions and Support (PBIS) program. It is our goal to teach students the

appropriate guidelines to help them make responsible decisions both at home and in school.

Curriculum

Instruction within the Abington Heights Elementary Schools is based on the PA Common

Core Standards. An updated ELA curriculum for kindergarten through fourth grade can be

found on the district website. The elementary mathematics program is Everyday Math and

provides for the development of basic computational skills, application of skills, and problem-solving

skills. Science is taught using a hands-on approach and is facilitated through the use of the Full Option

Science System (FOSS).

The elementary curriculum is enhanced through programs in art, music, physical education, and

Comet Connect - our coding program. All elementary schools are equipped with technology that

students can use to enrich their learning.

Curriculum Nights

Curriculum Nights are held at the beginning of each school year to acquaint parents with the

school program and to give parents the opportunity to meet their child’s teacher. The K-1 Curriculum

Night is held prior to the first day of school, while the Curriculum Night for 2nd through 4th grades is

typically held after the school year begins. Parents are asked to leave their children at home as these

events are designed to provide information to adults.

Custody

Many of our students come to us from non-traditional families. Since this can often be confusing

for the children and for the school staff, we ask that parents share court orders or custody arrangements

with the school. This will allow the school staff to ensure the safety of all students. All information will be

held in strict confidence.

Dress Code

We at Abington Heights Elementary Schools feel it is beneficial for families and the school to

work together to ensure that students are dressed appropriately for school.  Elementary school students
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have two recesses per day, and it is important that they dress appropriately for play and the weather. In

addition to dressing for the weather, students are required to wear:

o Upper body attire (blouses, tops, dresses, shirts, etc.) that covers the collarbone

o Lower body attire (pants, shorts, skirts, etc.) with no holes, rips or tears that is an

appropriate length

o Shoes that cover the entire foot

Emergency Cards

A medical emergency card, including address, phone number, doctor, medical conditions, and a

person to be contacted in the event of an emergency must be kept on file by our school nurse. Parents

are asked to keep that information current by notifying the nurse of any change in this information.

Emergency School Closings

When it becomes necessary to close school due to inclement weather or other

emergency conditions during the school year, area radio and television stations will

broadcast school closing decisions in the early morning hours or as soon as such decisions

are made during the school day. The television and radio stations will broadcast

information regarding late starts, early dismissals or cancellation of school. In addition,

parents can receive information by checking the school district website or by signing up for

School Messenger notifications at the following link:

/resourcecentral.schoolmessenger.com/cms/one.aspx?portalId=207407&pageId=67960935

Parents are asked to not call the school for information about school closings, as lines must be kept open

for emergencies.

Field Trips

Field trips offer excellent opportunities for students to extend and build upon their learning.

Participation in field trips is a privilege, and parents must sign a written permission slip for students to be

able to participate in these special trips.

*Please note that all students must return to school with their respective classes (even if parents

are chaperones). Please contact the school principal with any questions or in the event of an emergency.

Food/Snacks

It is our goal at the Abington Heights elementary schools to ensure the safety of all of our

students, including those who have food allergies.  To help maintain a safe environment for students
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with allergies, and to adhere to our Health and Wellness Policy, snacks for classroom parties must be

purchased through the AHSD/Metz Food Services Department. These are the only food and drinks that

will be permitted in the classrooms for parties. Additional food items are not to be sent into school to be

distributed to students, neither during the parties nor to be sent home with students. Students are

permitted to bring food for snacks on a daily basis, but students are not to share food.

Guidance Counselors

A school counselor supports the academic mission of the school through the use of a

comprehensive counseling program. A counselor will work to promote and enhance the learning process

for all students through an integration of academic, career, and personal/social development. Our

counselors will work collaboratively with parents, teachers, and students to foster the development of

each individual child. Counselors can address such topics as academic support, building self-esteem,

bullying prevention, character education, conflict resolution, loss and grief, problem solving,

separation/divorce, social skills and test anxiety. Students can be referred to the counselor by teachers or

staff members, administrators, parents, or they can seek out the counselor themselves.

Clarks Summit counselor – Mr. Jason Munley

Newton-Ransom counselor – Mrs. Jacquelyn Gaidula

South Abington counselor - Mrs. Lindsay Hickey

Waverly counselor -  Mrs. Alexis Johnson

Release of Student Information

Parents and/or guardians may request school personnel to provide school-related information

about their child to an outside agency. An outside agency may include, but is not limited to, a physician,

counselor, psychologist or social worker. In order to ensure your child’s confidentiality, it is important for

us as a school to follow consistent procedures for releasing information to outside agencies about our

students. Please be sure to follow the following procedures when requesting release of information:

❖ Please begin by contacting the school counselor.

❖ The school counselor will send home a copy of the Consent to Release Information form or one

can be downloaded from the school website.

❖ Please return the completed release form and any forms that you would like completed and sent

to the agency to the school counselor.

❖ The school counselor will fax or mail requested information to the agency names on the Consent

to Release Information form.
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Homeroom Assignments

Children are assigned to homerooms by the principal and a team of personnel at each school.

The team works hard to ensure the needs of all students are met, and that there is a balance of students

in each class. It is not possible to honor parent requests for a specific teacher.

Homework

Homework is beneficial to students at all levels of a public school program. At the

Abington Heights Elementary Schools, homework is an integral part of the educational

program that provides opportunities for students to practice the important skills they are

learning in class.  Homework is assigned on a regular basis in all elementary grades to

improve skills, to review important information, to develop reading fluency and

comprehension, and to foster responsibility and independent study skills. Homework assignments

should increase gradually in amount and frequency from Kindergarten through 4th grade.

It is understood that one of the goals of our schools is the development of the whole child. In

considering this, we believe it is important to allow time for out of school activities. In recognizing that

student needs and working abilities differ, homework assignments will be individualized or appropriately

adapted when necessary.

Elementary Intervention Team (EIT)

It is the purpose of the Elementary Intervention Team in each building to ensure that all children

are learning and progressing to the best of their abilities. When there is a learning and/or behavior

concern, a teacher may refer that student to E.I.T. in an effort to best remediate the issue. The team then

comes together to thoroughly examine the concern and to develop specific strategies to be used to

address the situation. Members of the team include the principal, the child’s classroom teacher, the EIT

Teacher, the Guidance Counselor, Reading Specialist, Speech and Language Teacher, other professional

staff as needed, and the child’s parents/guardians.

Together the team develops a plan to best meet the needs of the student. The team will

reconvene and discuss the child’s progress and any additional remediation that may be necessary to

ensure the student’s success.
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Nurse

MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS/ EMERGENCY CARDS

The Pennsylvania Department of Health sets strict requirements for students of public schools. These
requirements include proof of immunizations, dental visits, and physical examinations.

● Dental Examination: upon entry into the district, grade 3, and grade 7.
● Physical Examinations: upon entry into the district, grade 6, and grade 11
● Scoliosis exams are done at the 7th grade level with parent consent.

The Department of Health requires these as a means of protecting and promoting the health of the
school population. If this documentation is not received by May 1 of the upcoming school year, your
child may be excluded from school. Please refer to Abington Heights District Policy 209 Health
Examinations/Screenings.

A medical emergency card, indicating the address, telephone number, doctor, or person to be
contacted in the event of an emergency is filed at every school for each student.  Parents are requested
to keep this card current by notifying the School Nurse if there should be any change in this information.
Questions concerning the health program may be directed to the school nurse.

MEDICATIONS

When a student must take the medication in school (over-the-counter or prescription), the physician
and parent must sign a medication request form.  A prescription label will be accepted for five (5) days in
lieu of a physician’s permission. This five (5) day grace period allows time to have the form completed by
the physician. A note from home is not a sufficient parental request.

All medications must be in the original container. Prescription products must have a current
prescription label attached. Medications must be dropped off to the nurse by the parent. Students who
must take medications in school must do so in the nurse’s office only, and only if they have submitted the
required medical form. Except for inhalers, prescribed medications or over-the-counter medications are
strictly prohibited in a school building, a school bus, or on school property owned by, leased by, or under
the control of a school district. Failure to follow these procedures may lead to a violation of the Abington
Heights School District Alcohol and Controlled Substance Use and Abuse Policy.

Immunizations and Communicable Diseases

In order to safeguard the school community from the spread of certain communicable diseases, the

Board requires that established policy and administrative regulations be followed by students,
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parents/guardians, and district staff. Please see Abington Heights School District Policy 203

Immunizations and Communicable Diseases which is referenced at the end of this document.

Parent-Teacher Association/Organization

Each of our four elementary schools has its own Parent Teacher Association/Organization. Each

organization supports our students in various ways, from providing snacks and planning celebrations, to

organizing after-school programs and movie nights. Parents are encouraged to actively participate in this

worthwhile organization. Membership information is distributed at the beginning of each school year

and is available in the school office.

Personal Property

The Abington Heights School District is not responsible for lost or stolen personal property. The

elementary administration strongly discourages students from bringing valuable or expensive items to

school, including jewelry and electronic devices (iPads, iPods, MP3 players, Kindles, and hand-held video

games). Trading or selling of items in school is strictly prohibited. Students are also

discouraged from bringing cellphones to school; however, if it is necessary for your child to

bring a cellphone to school, it must be turned off during the school day. Students are not to

take or upload photos to social media from any electronic devices during school hours.

Reporting Student Progress

Parent-Teacher Conferences

The Abington Heights School District provides two opportunities during the school year for

parents to meet with teachers to discuss their child’s progress. Please consult the district calendar for

specific dates and times. The conferences provide an excellent opportunity for parents to assess their

child’s progress, so every effort should be made to attend. Parents are also encouraged to contact the

teacher at school to arrange a mutually convenient time if they wish to schedule a conference at any

other time during the school year.

Report Cards

Elementary school students receive report cards at the end of every 45 day marking period.

Parents are encouraged to review report cards carefully, as they contain detailed information about your

child’s academic progress in each subject/skill area. Communication between teachers and parents is

encouraged throughout the school year.
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Recess

Elementary school students have two recesses per day, one 15-minute recess and one

lunch-recess. Parents are asked to be sure their children are properly dressed for the weather, as

students have outdoor recess as often as possible.

School-Wide Positive Behavioral Interventions & Supports (PBIS)

Abington Heights promotes School-wide Positive Behavior Intervention & Support System (PBIS)

in all four elementary schools.

- PBIS is a multi-tiered approach to social, emotional and behavior support.

-Teaching behavioral expectations and rewarding students for following them is a much more positive

approach than waiting for misbehavior to occur before responding.

-The purpose of schoolwide PBIS is to establish a climate in which appropriate behavior is the norm.

-Students are expected to be respectful, responsible and ready in all areas of our schools.

Searches

Areas designated for storing of student’s personal items (individual student cubbies, shelves,

desks, etc.) are the property of the school district. Expectations of privacy do not extend to these areas.

Please refer to Abington Heights School District Policy 226 Searches.

Testing

Although students are tested throughout the school year within their classrooms, all

students in grades 3 and 4 participate in the Pennsylvania System of School

Assessment (PSSA) in mathematics and language arts. Students in 4th grade also take

a PSSA in Science. It is important for students to be present for the PSSA assessments,

and we ask parents not to schedule vacations during the testing windows.

2022-2023 PSSA dates:

English Language Arts: April 24-28, 2023

Mathematics & Science/Make-ups: May 1-12, 2023
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Transportation

Parent Drop Off/ Parent Pick-Up

Each of our elementary schools has specific procedures for when you choose to transport your

child to school. Please adhere to these policies to help us ensure the safety of all of our students. Also,

please remember that the school day begins at 8:30 and children arriving after that time must be

signed in to their respective buildings by a parent/guardian.

Bus Behavior

The Abington Heights School District furnishes transportation for students. It

is understood that parents assume the responsibility of supervision prior to the time

when their children board the bus in the morning and when children leave the bus

at the conclusion of the school day. Abuse of the privilege of transportation may result in a student’s loss

of bus transportation as delineated in the policy statement adopted by the Board of School Directors.

Children who ride the bus are required to conduct themselves as bus passengers in a manner

consistent with established standards for classroom behavior.  Proper bus conduct includes, but is not

limited to:

Respectful Responsible Ready

● Listen to the driver’s
directions

● Be polite, use kind
words

● Indoor voice
● Hands and feet to self

● Keep belongings with
you

● Remain in your seat,
face forward

Students may not ride a bus other than their own. Buses determined to be overcrowded by the

school administrators are to have no extra riders. Vans are to have no extra riders.

Riding Alternate Buses/Change in Transportation

Each day at 2:55 P.M., each elementary school dismisses approximately 300 children. To do this

efficiently and smoothly, while ensuring everyone is where they are supposed to be, it is very important

that the school office be notified in advance of any change in your child’s transportation. If your child’s

transportation or dismissal time is going to change from the ordinary, please provide a note detailing

the change so that we can be adequately prepared. This prevents problems at dismissal and helps us

maximize our organization. Please understand that it is not sufficient for your child to announce a change
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in plans. If instructions are not received in writing, your child will be sent home in the usual manner. Your

compliance is appreciated and helps us keep all of our students safe.

Website

There is much information available, including changes of schedules and curricular information,

on our school district website.
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Appendices: School Board Policies

Abington Heights Elementary School

Bullying Protocol

Rationale

The House Judiciary Committee amended and approved SB71. The bill requires each school to adopt a bullying

policy by June 30, 2007. Each bullying policy must prescribe disciplinary consequences for bullying and may include

programs for intervention, prevention, and education. School bullying policies must be published on school district Web sites

and distributed with each school’s student code of conduct. SB71 was amended to require districts to post a copy of the

policy in all classrooms and to review the policy with students at least twice during the school year.

Philosophy

The Abington Heights School District is committed to providing a safe, positive learning environment for all

students.  Therefore, we prohibit bullying and intimidation and will not tolerate it in any form.

It shall be a violation of this policy for any student to bully or intimidate any other student. We will investigate all

informal and formal verbal and written complaints of bullying and/or intimidation. Any student who is found to have bullied

and/or intimidated another student will be disciplined.

Definition

A person is being bullied when he or she is exposed, repeatedly and over time, to negative actions on part of one or

more persons (Olweus, 1986, 1993). Students may bully a particular student on the basis of the student’s appearance,

national origin, interests, academic achievements, economic status, or any number of other factors.

The behavior of bullying occurs in four forms: physical, verbal, emotional or exclusion, and cyber- bullying.

a. Physical Bullying- hitting, kicking, or any physical aggression.

b. Verbal Bullying- Teasing, name calling, put downs, or other behavior that would deliberately hurt others’ feelings

or make them feel bad.

c. Emotional or Exclusion Bullying- starting rumors, telling others not to be friends with someone or other actions

that would cause someone to be without friends.

d. Cyber-bullying- Using electronic device mediums such as but not limited to computers, cell phones, and

pagers to bully (bullying defined above) others through methods such as posting comments, statements, or

pictures on blogs or websites, text messaging, instant messaging, and email.

Bullying/Intimidating behaviors can include but are not limited to:
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● Taunting
● Name calling
● Rumor spreading
● Making up stories to get other children in trouble
● Telling other children not to be friends with a target child
● Kicking, tripping, or pushing another child
● Teasing other children and making remarks about their culture, religion, ethnicity, weight, physical

appearance, disabilities, or medical conditions
● Intimidating others
● Taking other children’s possessions or demanding money from them
● Damaging other children’s property
● Hiding other children’s books, bags, or other property
● Picking on other children, even when they’re upset
● Making threats to other children
● Manipulating others, getting them to do things that they may not want to do

Response and reporting procedures

School personnel must report and/or investigate all incidents of bullying/intimidation and take appropriate action,

whether they personally observe incidents or are made aware of them by some other means. Reporting, investigation, and

action must occur even if the victim does not file a formal complaint, and even if the victim does not express any overt

disapproval of the bullying/intimidating act.

Staff members will intervene immediately or in a timely fashion to address the behavior. The intervention will consist of

identifying the inappropriate behavior, debriefing the student(s) about his/her role, and may include a referral to the

administration. Repeated or severe incidents of bullying/intimidation require a mandatory administrative referral.

Information concerning any complaints of bullying/intimidation shall be treated confidentially.

Suggested teacher interventions

● Identify Bully behaviors.
● Stop the behavior.
● Conference with the student or students
● Provide mediations for students engaging in bully behaviors.
● Review and apply consequences according to the school-wide bully behavioral rubric.
● Make a parent contact.
● Arrange for apologies, both verbal and written.
● Initiate a counselor referral.
● Initiate an administrative referral.

Procedures after an administrative referral

1.  An immediate investigation will be completed, which may include verbal and written statements for witnesses.

All facets of the investigation will be documented and all information will be kept confidential.

2. All parties and their parents will be notified that:

● Bullying and/or intimidation are unacceptable and will not be tolerated in school.
● Consequences will occur for inappropriate behavior.
● Retaliation against victims or witnesses will not be tolerated. In addition, the following information will be

discussed.
● The types of behavior which constitutes bullying/intimidation.
● The rights and responsibilities of the individual to prevent bullying/intimidation from happening.
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3. Consequences will be assigned which may include the following:

● Verbal warning/reprimand
● Written warning/reprimand entered in student’s file
● Suspension
● An apology to the victim
● Counselor referral
● A parent/student/administrator conference
● Police involvement
● Loss of privilege to participate in extracurricular activities for a specific period of time
● Community service
● Other consequences deemed appropriate by the school or district
● Notification of Superintendent of Schools
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BOARD POLICY ON WEAPONS IN THE SCHOOLS

PURPOSE:  The Board of Education shall provide for a safe environment for the operation of the

educational program.  Weapons on school property or at school functions present a danger to those

present and a direct disruption to a safe and orderly environment.  For this reason, students will not be

permitted to possess or use any weapon at any time, in any school district building, on school property,

on any school van or bus, or at any school function.

DEFINITIONS:  For the purpose of this policy, these terms are defined as follows:

•  The term "possess" shall include but not be limited to having possession of,  to control, to have on

one's person, being concealed in one's clothing or belongings, in a locker or in a vehicle.

•  The term "school property" shall include but not be limited to all buildings and grounds owned, leased

or used by the school district, and any school vehicle or school bus.

•  The term "school function" shall include but not be limited to any regular educational program,

extra-curricular activity, athletic event, field trip, dance, concert, fund raising activity or other activity,

sponsored or co-sponsored by the school district whether on or off of school property.

•  The term "use" shall include but not be limited to display, handle, load, operate, point, discharge or

threaten to do one or more of the above actions.

•  The term "weapon" shall include, but not be limited to any instrument or object capable of inflicting

harm in its normal or intended use.  It shall include but not be limited to any bomb, grenade, machine

gun, sawed off shotgun, firearm especially made or especially adapted for concealment or silent

discharge, blackjack, sandbag, metal knuckles, dagger, knife, razor, or cutting instrument, or any other

implement which may be used for the infliction of serious bodily injury.
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RESPONSIBILITY:  Under the direction of the Superintendent, the district administrators shall implement

the following procedures.

KNOWLEDGE OF A WEAPON

•  Any student discovering, without previous plan or knowledge, that he/she is in possession, in

transport, or in maintenance of a weapon as defined in this policy will immediately report the weapon to

a properly authorized adult.

•  All district employees will report to the principal the knowledge of any weapon as defined in this

policy.

POSSESSION OF A WEAPON

•  The weapon will be confiscated.

•  The law enforcement agency will be notified.

•  Parents will be notified.

•  The student will be immediately suspended for up to ten (10) days.

•  A required meeting with the principal, student and parents will be held.

•  A recommendation may be made to the Board that expulsion be considered.

•  Professional counseling may be required as a condition of reentry to school.

USE OF A WEAPON

•  The weapon will be confiscated.

•  The law enforcement agency will be notified.

•  Parents will be notified and requested to come to the school.

•  Criminal charges will be filed immediately.
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•  The student will immediately be suspended for up to ten (10) days.

•  A required meeting with the principal, student, and parents will be held.

•  A recommendation will be made to the Board for expulsion.

EXCEPTIONS:  Exceptions to the policy are the following:

•  The possession and use of the weapon is required as part of an authorized course.

•  The possession of the weapon is part of a display, such as in a history class.

•  The possession of the weapon is authorized as a stage prop.

•  The possession and use of the weapon is part of an interscholastic sports activity.

•  The possession violation is deemed by district administrators to be technical in nature and

non-threatening in the school environment.  This situation may result in implementation of some, but

not necessarily all, of the procedures called for under Responsibility.

A written request, with documentation, for each exception must be submitted in advance to the

superintendent or building principal for approval.
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FERPA NOTICE

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) is a Federal

law that protects the privacy of student education records. The law applies to all schools that receive

funds under an applicable program of the U.S. Department of Education.

FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to their children's education records. These rights

transfer to the student when he or she reaches the age of 18 or attends a school beyond the high

school level. Students to whom the rights have transferred are "eligible students."

o Parents or eligible students have the right to inspect and review the student's education records
maintained by the school. Schools are not required to provide copies of records unless, for
reasons such as great distance, it is impossible for parents or eligible students to review the
records. Schools may charge a fee for copies.

o Parents or eligible students have the right to request that a school correct records which they
believe to be inaccurate or misleading. If the school decides not to amend the record, the parent
or eligible student then has the right to a formal hearing. After the hearing, if the school still
decides not to amend the record, the parent or eligible student has the right to place a
statement with the record setting forth his or her view about the contested information.

o Generally, schools must have written permission from the parent or eligible student in order to
release any information from a student's education record. However, FERPA allows schools to
disclose those records, without consent, to the following parties or under the following
conditions (34 CFR § 99.31):

▪ School officials with legitimate educational interest;
▪ Other schools to which a student is transferring;
▪ Specified officials for audit or evaluation purposes;
▪ Appropriate parties in connection with financial aid to a student;
▪ Organizations conducting certain studies for or on behalf of the school;
▪ Accrediting organizations;
▪ To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena;
▪ Appropriate officials in cases of health and safety emergencies; and
▪ State and local authorities, within a juvenile justice system, pursuant to specific

State law.

Schools may disclose, without consent, "directory" information such as a student's name, address,

telephone number, date and place of birth, honors and awards, and dates of attendance. However,

schools must tell parents and eligible students about directory information and allow parents and

eligible students a reasonable amount of time to request that the school not disclose directory

information about them. Schools must notify parents and eligible students annually of their rights under

FERPA. The actual means of notification (special letter, inclusion in a PTA bulletin, student handbook, or

newspaper article) is left to the discretion of each school.
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For additional information or technical assistance, you may call (202) 260-3887 (voice). Individuals

who use TDD may call the Federal Information Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. Or you may contact us

at the following address:

Family Policy Compliance Office

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20202-5920

USDE - December 23, 2008

Notice of Special Education Services and Programs - Child Find

To Parents who reside in one of the Twenty Constituent School Districts of the Northeastern

Educational Intermediate Unit

     Each school district, along with other public agencies in the Commonwealth, must establish and

implement procedures to identify, locate and evaluate all children who need special education programs

and services because of the child's disability. This notice is to help find these children, offer assistance to

parents and describe the parent's rights with regard to confidentiality of information that will be

obtained during this process.

     The content of this notice has been written in English. If a person does not understand any of this

notice, he or she should contact the school district (see Contacts) and request an explanation.

Identification Activity

     Child find refers to activities undertaken by public education agencies to identify, locate, and evaluate

children residing in the State, including children attending private schools, who are suspected of having

disabilities, regardless of the severity of their disability, and determine the child's need for special

education and related services. The purpose is to locate these children so that a free appropriate public

education (FAPE) can be made available. The types of disabilities that if found to cause a child to need

services are: Autism, deaf-blindness, deafness, emotional disturbance, hearing impairment, mental

retardation, multiple disabilities, orthopedic impairment, other health impairment due to chronic or

acute health problems, specific learning disabilities, speech or language, traumatic brain injury and visual

impairment including blindness.
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     In the case of a child that is of preschool age, developmental delay.  Each school district is required to

annually provide notice describing the identification activities and the procedures followed to ensure

confidentiality of personally identifiable information. This notice is intended to meet this requirement.

     Identification activities are performed to find a child who is suspected as having a disability that would

interfere with his or her learning unless special education programs and services are made available.

These activities are sometimes called screening activities. The activities include: Review of group data,

conducting hearing and vision screening, assessment of student's academic functioning, observation of

the student displaying difficulty in behavior and determining the student's response to attempted

remediation. Input from parents is also an information source for identification. After a child is identified

as a suspected child with a disability, he or she is evaluated, but is not evaluated before parents give

permission for their child to be evaluated.

Confidentiality

     If after screening and a disability is identified, upon your permission your child will be evaluated. A

written record of the results are called an education record, which are directly related to your child and

are maintained by the school districts. These records are personally identifiable to your child. Personally

identifiable information includes the child's name, the name of the child's parents or other family

member, the address of the child or their family, a personal identifier such as social security number, a

list of characteristics that would make the child's identity easily traceable or other information that

would make the child's identity easily traceable.

     The school district will gather information regarding your child's physical, mental, emotional and

health functioning through testing and assessment, observation of your child, as well as through review

of any records made available to the school district through your physician and other providers of

services such as day care agencies.

     The school district protects the confidentiality of personally identifiable information by one school

official being responsible for ensuring the confidentiality of the records; training being provided to all

persons using the information and; maintaining for public inspection a current list of employees names

and positions who may have access to the information.

     The school district will inform you when this information is no longer needed to provide educational

services to your child and will destroy the information at the request of the parent, except general

information such as your child's name, address, phone number, grades, attendance record and classes

attended, grade level completed, may be maintained without time limitation.

     As the parent of the child you have a number of rights regarding the confidentiality of your child's

records. The right to inspect and review any education records related to your child are collected,

maintained, or used by the school district. The school district will comply with a request for you to
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review the records without unnecessary delay and before any meeting regarding planning for your child's

special education program (called an IEP meeting), before a hearing should you and your school district

disagree about how to educate your child who needs special education, and in no case, take more than

45 days to furnish you the opportunity to inspect and review your child's records.

     You have the right to an explanation and interpretations of the records; to be provided copies of the

records if failure to provide the copies would effectively prevent you from exercising your right to inspect

and review the records and; the right to have a representative inspect and review the records.

     Upon your request, the school district will provide you a list of the types and location of education

records collected, maintained, or used by the agency. [Editor note: if a district will charge a fee, then the

following two sentences are necessary; if the district will not charge any fees, then this sentence is

unnecessary] Additionally, the school district will charge a fee for copies of records made in response to

your request for copies except it will not charge a fee if doing so will prevent you from inspecting and

reviewing your child's records. The district will not charge a fee to search or retrieve information.

     You have the right to request the amendment of your child's education records that you believe are

inaccurate or misleading, or violates the privacy or other rights of your child. The school district will

decide whether to amend the records within a reasonable time of receipt of your request. If the school

district refuses to amend the records you will be notified of the refusal and your right to a hearing. You

will be given at that time additional information regarding the hearing procedures and; upon request,

the district will provide you a records hearing to challenge information in your child's education files.

     Parent consent is required before personally identifiable information contained in your child's

education records is disclosed to anyone other than officials of the school district collecting or using the

information for purposes of identification of your child, locating your child and evaluating your child or

for any other purpose of making available a free appropriate public education to your child. A school

official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an education record in order to

fulfill his or her professional responsibility. Additionally, the school district, upon request, discloses

records without consent to officials of another school district in which your child seeks or intends to

enroll.

     When a child reaches age 18, the rights of the parent with regard to confidentiality of personally

identifiable information is transferred to the student.  A parent may file a written complaint alleging that

the rights described in this notice were not provided:

Pennsylvania Department of Education
Bureau of Special Education

Division of Compliance
333 Market Street

Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333
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     The Department of Education will investigate the matter, issue a report of findings and necessary

corrective action within 60 days. The Department will take necessary action to ensure compliance is

achieved.

     Complaints alleging failures of the school district with regard to confidentiality of personally

identifiable information may also be filed with:

Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20202-4605

      The Abington Heights School District will provide ongoing screening services. If you wish to learn

more, have questions, or believe your child may need to be identified, please contact:

Abington Heights School District
Director of Special Education

585-8278

Early Intervention Identification

      The PA Department of Education is responsible for providing EI programs and services to eligible

young children under Act 212 of 1990, the EI Services System Act. An "eligible young child" is a child

aged 3 to the age where the child may begin school, who has an identified disability or a developmental

delay in the areas of speech/language, learning, motor, adaptive, social and/or behavioral and is in need

of special education.

     Developmental screening for thought to be eligible children is available through NEIU 19. To request a

screening, call 1-800-228-1750, ext. 219 or 570-876-9219, Monday through Friday between 8:30 A.M.

and 4:00 P.M. All information gathered is confidential. There is no cost for programs and services. For

additional information, contact NEIU 19, Ms. Kathryn Bonomo, 570-876-9255.
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